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rule. I found out, however, that the young man had two
sisters, and that the whole family were then living together
In a distant part of India. The circumstances of the Depart-
ment work were such that no young assistant could possibly
move about in camp and do his work in a satisfactory manner
if encumbered with a wife or female relations. So I went
to the old lady and carefully explained the position, where-
upon she solemnly assured me that the sisters would not
accompany the young man or join him afterwards, and, on
these conditions, the nomination was given. In due course
the new assistant appeared at headquarters, and proved to
be a miserable specimen, both physically and mentally.
Still, we tried to make the best of him, such as he was,
and it was satisfactory that the understanding regarding
his women-kind had been duly observed.

There was considerable difficulty at Ghazipore about cheap
house-accommodation for the junior officers, and most of the
young fellows lived together in chummeries of some three or
four together. My private secretary, however, and another
assistant who had been some years in the Department, and
were, comparatively speaking, well-off, had one of the few
cheap, small houses in the place, and had installed themselves
very comfortably in their pretty little abode. They were
absent from home all day, these young officers, the one taking
his luncheon with me, the other at the factory where his
woark was. One afternoon, after he had left office for the
day, my secretary came to. me in a great state of mind to
say that, on his return home, he had found, to his amaze-
ment, his servant standing out in the garden over some
trunks, into which clothes had been bundled, and announced
that he and the other man's servant, who had been away
for the day, found on their return that they had been turned
out of the small house, which was now in the possession
of the new assistant and his two sisters. These two ladies
were both ia bed, said to be ill, and the brother was also
,itt bed, and could not be drawn, as to get to his room it
necessary to pass through that occupied by the ladies.